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no longer called into action by external causes, or
fomented by civil broils, it gradually languishes.
Wealth and luxury produce stagnation, and stag-
nation terminates in death.
To provide, however, for the. continuance of a
state, by the admission of internal dissensions, or
oven by the chilling influence of poverty, seems to
bo in some sort sacrificing the end to the means.
Happiness is the end for which men unite in civil
society; but in societies thus constituted, little hap-
piness, comparatively speaking, is to be found. The
oxpodiont, again, of preserving a state by the spirit
of conquest, though even this has not wanted its
admirers \ is not to be tolerated for a moment, when
considered on principles of universal justice. Such
n state lives, and grows, and thrives, by the misery of
others, and becomes professedly the general enemy
of its neighbours, and the scourge of the human race.
All these devices are in truth but too much like the
fabrications of man, when compared with the works
of the Supreme Being; clumsy, yet weak in the
execution of their purpose, and lull of contradictory
principles and jarring movements.
I might here enlarge with pleasure on the tm~
rivalled excellence, in this very view, of the constitu-
tion under which we live in this happy country; and
point out how, more perhaps than any which ever
existed upon earth, it is so framed, as to provide at
the Rame time for keeping up a due degree of public
spirit, and yet for preserving unimpaired the quiet-
ntifw, and comfort, and charities of private life; how
it oven extracts from selfishness itself many of tho
advantages which, under less happily constructed
forms of government, public spirit only can supply.
» See especially that great historian, Ferguson, who in his Essay
on Civil Sociote, endeavours to vindicate the cause oi heroism from
th« eeaaure conveyed by the poet:
** JETroin Macedonia's madman to the Swede.

